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•     WORLD  HOG  NITMB3RS  IN  1950  AKD  1951 

World  hog  numbers  on  January  1,  1951  are  estimated  "by  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  at  297,200,000  head,  a  record  total.     This  is 
an  increase  of  6  percent  from  a  year  earlier  when  280,700,000  head  were  on 
farms.    A  farther  moderate  increase  in  world  hog  numbers  is  in  prospect7 during 
1951*     Current  numbers  are  2  percent  above  the  1936-UO  average  for  the  first- 
time  in  any  one  of  the  postwar  years.  ! 

Fog  numbers  continued  their  upward  trend  in  1950  following  3  generally 
favorable  seasons  for  forage  and  feed  supplies.     Strong  demand  for  pork  and 
pork  products  continued  during  1950.     In  some  countries  price  controls  on 
grains  greatly  favored  the  feeding  of  hogs,  which  in  many  cases  were  free  from 
price  ceilings.    The  large  potato  crop  in  1950  in  Western  and  much  of  Central 
Europe  has  "been  of  material  assistance  in  supporting  higher  hog  numbers.' 
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Increases  in  hog  numbers  are  expected  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  for 
the      coming  year  but  some  leveling  of  numbers  in  Western  Europe  is  likely 
as  the  availability  of  feed  supplies  tightens.    Accordingly,  only  a  moderate 
increase  in  world  hog  numbers  is  likely  in  1951*     Hog  production  was  profitable, 
for  the  most  part,  during  195^  and  only  a  serious  price  drop  or  short  supply  of 
feed  could  seriously  curtail  farrowings. 

Available  data  reveal  that  hog  numbers  increased  sharply  in  the  Soviet 
Union  during  the  past  year  and  substantial  gains  were  registered  in  Africa, 
Europe  and  North  America*     Minor  increases  occurred  in  Asia  and  South  America, 
but  numbers  declined  in  Oceania,     The  number  of  hogs  in  North  and  South  America 
and  Africa  continued  to  be  considerably  above  prewar  levels,  while  the  Soviet 
Union,  Europe,  Asia  and  Oceania  were  below* 

Hog  numbers  in  the  United  States  on  January  1,  1951  were  J  percent  above 
those  of  the  previous  January*     The  increase  was  attributed,  for  the  most  part, 
to  a  favorable  relationship  of  hog  prices  to  corn  prices  and  the.  strong  demand 
for  pork  and  pork  products  during  1950'     Canadian  numbers  are  estimated  to  be 
only  slightly  greater  than  a  year  earlier  and  indicate  the  continued  reversal  of 
the  downward  trend  apparent  from  l^hk  to  19^8.     The  large  195^  feed  crop  in 
Canada  should  stimulate  hog  production*    Spring  farrowings  in  the  United  States 
this  year  are  also  expected  to  be  increased. 

Estimated  hog  numbers  in  Brazil  reflected  a  slight  increase  because  of 
the  abundant  corn  harvest  during  195^  and.  a  favorable  corn-hog  price  ratio. 
Production  during  1951  may  ^e  °n  a  Par  with  1950*     Improved,  oastures  and  feed 
prospects  point  to  a  modest  increase  in  Argentine  hog  numbers  for  the  coming 
year.     On  the  other  band,   the  lack  of  a  satisfactory  export  outlet  may  have 
a  negative  effect*  .  ... 

Hog  numbers  on  January  1,  1951»  *n  European  countries  with  the  exception 
of  Yugoslavia,  Switzerland  and  Luxembourg  were  equal  to  or  above  numbers  esti- 
mated on  that  date- in  1950»    Western  Germany  stepped  \xp  numbers  by  22  percent  • 
to  within  7  percent  of  the  prewar  level.     The  increase .was  due  chiefly 

to  good  prices  and  ample  feed  and  forage  supplies.     The  Dutch  increased  numbers 
27  percent  above  195^  an<*  32  percent  above  the  prewar  average.     Denmark,  an 
important  country  in  international  trade  in  pork  and  pork  products,  substantially 
increased  numbers  by  l6. percent  and  now  has  a  hog  population  roughly  21  percent 
above  prewar.  . 

Numbers  in  the  United  Kingdoin  increased  in  195^,  Wt  were'  still  far  below 
the  prewar  average.    Price  increases  were  given  as  the  principal  reason  for  the 
continued  rise  in  United  Kingdom  numbers.     Hog  numbers  are  expected  to' rise 
somewhat  during  the  coming  year  as' the  feed  supply  is  reported,  to  be  better. 
Numbers  in  Greece  increased  moderately.    Prance  maintained  hog  numbers  on 
January       1951  near  the  1 950  level*     Hog  numbers  in  Austria  increased  31  percent, 
but  the  total  remains  below  the  1936-^0  average.  ,  ■:.  - 
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Hog  numbers,  in  the  Soviet  Union  rose  sharply*    Available  information 
reveals  that  Russian  numbers  have  increased  perhaps  27  percent;  however,  they 
are  still  25  percent  below  -ore war.    Satellite  countries  in  Europe  also  have 
increased  their  hog  output  and,  in  the  cases  of  Bulgaria  and  Hungary,  are  near 
their  respective  prewar  hog  population.    Sufficient  supplies  of  feed  and  forage 
coupled  with  intensive  breeding  programs  undoubtedly  have  contributed  to  the 
increase.     In  195^*  however,  forage  was  short. 

Australian  hog  numbers  continued  to  decrease  because  of  general  price 
dissatisfaction.     Reports  indicate  a  6  percent  drop  in  numbers  on  March  31 » 1951 
when  compared  with  the  195^  estimate.     No  appreciable  change  in  New  Zealand's 
hog  population  is  currently  foreseen. 

Hog  Numbers  on  Country  Basis 

Hog  numbers  on  farms  in  the  United  States  on  Ja'nuary  1,-  1951*  were 
estimated  at  65,. 028,000  head  and  were  7  percent  above  the  60,502,000"  head  a 
year  earlier*     Numbers  increased  for  the  third  consecutive  year  and  were  the 
highest  since  19^6,   Generally  favorable  prices  during  most  of  the  year  contri- 
buted to  the  increased  feeding  operations  and  the  expansion  of  breedang  herds. 
Further  increases  are  'expected  as  more  sows  were  retained  for  sp'ring  farrowing 
than  a  year  earlier. 

In  Canada,  hog  numbers  on  December  1,  1*950  were  estimated  at  5i^19»300 
head,  a  very  small  increase  when  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Decreases 
in  Ontario  and  Manitoba  offset  increases  in  other  provinces.     It  is  estimated 
by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  that  627»000  sows  would  be  bred  on  farms 
during  the  spring  of  this  year.    The  spring,  pig, crop  in  western  Canada  is 
expected  to  be  about  32  percent  above  that  of  195^»    Only  a  five  percent  increase, 
however,  is  anticipated  in  eastern  Canada.    The  expansion  of  breeding  operations 
in  the  Prairie  provinces  is  attributed  to  the  ample  feed  supply  resulting  from 
an  above  average  coarse  grain  harvest,  plus  an  unusually  large  proportion  of 
low  grade  wheat. 

r        Hog  numbers  in  Cuba  are  placed  at  around  liB  million  head.    Price  trends 
in  the  United  States  have  afforded  local  processors  a  wider  margin  in  which 
to  compete.    Presently,  there  appears  to  be  a  growing  interest  in  the  pro- 
duction of  quality  hogs. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  least  6  million  hogs  were  on  farms  in  Mexico 
at  the  end  of  195^  as  compared  with  5»6  million  in  1 9^-9*     Considerable  interest 
is  being  shown  in  breed  improvement,  especially  in  northern  Mexico.  The 
outlook  for  hog  production  in  1951  is  uncertain  because  of  the  general  scarcity 
of  corn  and  other  grains  or  protein  feeds.    Nevertheless,  hog  numbers  are 
expected  to  remain  at  the  1950  level. 

In  Brazil,  the  large  corn  crop  harvested  in  195$  greatly  favored  the  pro- 
duction of  hogs.    Numbers  are  currently  reported  to  be  close  to  25  million 
head.    Domestic  demand  was  good  in  195^  an^-  consumption  was  limited  only  "by 


the  relatively  high  cost  of  pork  in  comparison,  to  other- meats..     The  volume  of 
production  in  1951  *s  expected-' to  he  equal  to.  1950.     Brazil  does  not  import 
pork  or  pork  products  and  exports  are  very  small.  , 

Hog  numbers  in  Argentina  in  mid-1950  were  unofficially  estimated  a* 
near  2.6  million  head,  a  substantial  decrease  when  compared,  with  the  previous 
year.    After  a  serious  setbaok  because  of  the  severe  drought  during  late  19U9 
and  early  1950,  a  partial  recovery  of  numbers  in  early  1951  was  in  evidence. 
Pasture  conditions  and  prospective  feed  supplies  are  reported  as  satisfactory 
for  the  coming' winter •    Present  prospects  are  that  the  next  corn  erop  will  be-' 
adequate  for  at  least  a  modest  expansion  of  current  hog  numbers.  Argentine 
hog  breeders,  however,  are  very  much  concerned  abo.ut  export  possibilities, 
particularly  the  resumption  of  pork  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The.  number  of  hogs  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  reported  in  June  1950  at 
2,976,000  head,  an  increase  of  about  5  percent  above  June  19^9*     The  hog 
population  on  farms  is  reported  to  be  increasing,  but  numbers  remain  more, 
than  one-third  below'the  prewar  level.    A  marked  increase  in.  hog  numbers'  - 
has  been  in  evidence  since  June  1950  with  the  number  of  sow,s- f  or  breeding  pur- 
poses increasing  about  35  percent. from  December  19^-9  to  September  1950*.  A 
continued  rise  in  numbers  during  1951  ^s  anticipated. ..  An  important  reason 
for  the  rise  was  the'  increase  of  11  percent  in  trices  allowed t in  the  February 
1950  price  review,    purchased  feeds  continue  to  be  rationed,  and  rations  are 
still  short  relative  to  demsnd.  Nevertheless,  the  supoly  of  animal  feed  in  the 
last  few  years  has  improved  compared  with  the  war  and  postwar  periods,  and  has 
allowed  for  considerable  recoupment  of  the  wartime  reduction  in  livestock 
numbers, 

Irish  hog  numbers  in  June-  1950  vere  estimated  to  have  been.  6^5 » 000  head,- 
a  decrease  of  around  U  percent  "from  those  of  the  preceeding  year  and  more 
than  one-third  below  the  prewar  level  of  978,000  head.     In  1950  the  trefld, 
toward  extensive  livestock  production  was  accentuated  and  was  accompanied  by-, 
a  diminishing  output  of  pigs.    Hog  production,  which  appeared  promising  at  the 
beginning  of  1950*  received  a  severe  setback  when  attempts  to  negotiate  satis- 
factory bacon  price  scales  with  the .British  failed  last  April.    A  decline  in 

1950  feedstuffs  acreages  foreeasts  a  further  fall  in  hog  numbers,  especially  -  . 
since  the'domestic  and  imported  feeds  are  steadily  rising  in  price. 

Hog  numbers  in  Denmark  at  the  beginning  of  1951  were  reported  at 
3,6l6,O00  head,  an  increase  of  l6  percent  when  compared  with .3, 120, 000  head .: 
last  year.     Favorable  growing  and  feed'ng  conditions  of  .the. past  two  years 
allowed  a  greater  livestock  population  and  a  'greater  number  for  slaughter. 
Current  numbers  ■are  'placed  at  21  percent  above  the  prewar  average,  but  available 
data  indicate  that :  hog' numbers  reached  practicable  limits  during  1950«    Based  1 
on  the  exoected  supply  of -domestic  and  imported  feeds,  production  of  hogs  in 

1951  shonld  be  about  the  same  as  during  1950. 


The  Swedish  hog  population,  increased  slightly  daring  1950  when  contrasted 
with  19^9  and  is  now  above  the  prewar  level.    Current  breeding  statistics  for 
hogs  do  not  suggest  any  significant  change  in  hog  production  in  13^1*  Total 
recorded  numbers  of  sows  bred  in  1950  was  225*800  head-  as  compared  with  22^,500 
in  19)*9,  and  202,600  in  19U8.    There  is  likely  to  be  a  further  decline  in 
weight  per  head  of  hogs  slaughtered'  and  pork  production  in  1951  probably  will 
remain  on  a  par  with  1950.    Feed  supplies  have  generally  been  sufficient  and 
are  expected  to  remain  adequate. 

The  increase  in  hog  numbers  in  1950  in  the  Netherlands,  although  not  as 
spectacular  as  during  19^9*  was  very  satisfactory.     The  hog  population  amounted 
to  2,273*000  head  in  December  1950  as  compared  with  1,795*000  head  in  December 
of  the  previous  year,  a  rise  of  about  27  percent.    During  the  same  breeding 
period,  sows  increased  over  8  percent  from  250*000  to  276,000  head.     The  rising 
trend  in  the  production  of  hogs  may  be  deterred  in  1951  if  the  Government  does 
not  succeed  in  purchasing  abroad  very  large  quantities  of  feed  grains,  present 
stocks  are  extremely  small,  and  in  the  face  of  constantly  rising  prices,  it 
has  become  difficult  for  the  Dutch  Government  to  obtain  required  amounts. 

•  Hog  numbers  in  Belgium  reflected,  a  slight  increase  and  are  well  above  the 
prewar  levels.    At  present,  a  decline  in  hog  slaughter  and  pork  production  is 
in  evidence  because  of  low  prices  in  May  and  June  of  1950  causing  a  reduction 
in  breeding  sows.    The  current  high  price  of  domestic  and  imported  feed  also 
is  influencing  production  and  may  discourage  farmers  from  expanding  breeding 
programs.    Feed' production  in  1950  was  very  good,  with  an  all  time  high  for  yield 
of  fodder  beets  and  sugar  beets  and' a  fairly  large  potato  crop.     Farmers  are 
expected  to  increase  plantings  of  feed  grains  this  spring,  but  feed  imports 
which  are  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  will  be  one  of  the  decisive 
factors  in  deterring  production  prospects  for  hogs. 

A  postwar  record  has  been  achieved  in  hog  numbers  in  Western  Germany 
which,  with  11,838,000  head,  are  22  percent  higher  than 'last  year  and  are  now 
only  7  percent  below  the  I.936-UO  prewar  average.    A  35  percent  increase  in 
pigs  up  to  '6  months  indicates  a  continuance  of  the  rising  trend.     The  number 
of  brood  sows  has  increased  ^7  percent  as  corn-oared  with  last  year.    The  large 
potato  crop  in  1950  in  Western  Germany  was  of  material  assistance  in  supporting 
hog  numbers.    Although  hog  numbers  continued  to  rrse  rapidly  during  1950* 
commercial  slaughter  did  not  increase  correspondingly.    An  increased  slaughter 
from  present  hog  stocks,  therefore,  may  be  expected  during  the  summer  and  fall 
of  1951.     Hog  raising  presently  is  the  most  profitable  branch  of  Western 
German  farming  and  only  an  insufficient  sup ply  of  feed  or  a  price  drop  could 
bring  an  end  to  the  upward  development. 

>*.' 

In  France,  hog  numbers  were  estimated  on  January  1,  1951  at  6,735*000 
head,  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier*  but  U  percent  below  the  prewar  level. 
Hog  production  has  leveled  off  and  marketings  in  late  1950  were  affected  by 
the  heavy  liquidation  of  sows  during  the  fall  of  19^9*    Higher  yields  of 
coarse  grains  in  1950  compensated  for  the  reduction  in  area  sown.    Hoot  crops 
were  good,  so  the  quantity  of  tops  available  for  feeding  and  the  supply  of 
molasses  will  be  greater  than  last  year. 
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Hog  numbers  in  Austria  are  reported  officially  at  a  new  postwar  high  of 
2,522,000  head,  a  31  percent  increase  over  the  previous  year,  but  11  percent  • 
under  the  l'936-^O  average.    Unofficial  estimates,  however,  place  the  total 
population  about  10  percent  higher  than  the  above  figure.    Because  of  the  rapid 
rate  at  which  hog  numbers  have  been  increased  and  particularly  because  of  the 
heavy  feeding  of  bread  grains,  curtailment  of  breeding  programs  by  the  Govern- 
ment is  likely. 

In  Switzerland,   the  hog  population  in  195^  was  placed  near  902,000  head 
and  was  very  close  to  the  1936-UO  level*     Increased  production  was-  the  result  of 
good  prices  during  19^8  and  the  spring  of  19^9»  also. of  the  abundance  of  cheap 
feed.    Prices  have  fallen*  however,  and  the  1951  outlook  is  for  a  general 
tapering  of  numbers.     The  reduction  in  production  is  generally  associated  with 
the  large  marketing  of  young  sows  during  1950°     The  present  hog  population  has 
about  reached  the  critical  stage  and  a  further  expansion  would  probably  upset 
marketing' condi tions.  , 

Hog  numbers  in  Greece  during  195^  rose  U  percent  to  55^*000  h-ad,  a 
population  about  3  percent  above  the  prewar  level.     Gradual  postwar  increases 
in  hogs  were  due  to  the  supplementation  of  local  herds  with  imports  of  foreign 
breeds  and  increased  population  by  voluntary  limitations  on  the  slaughter  of 
female  animals. 

.  Hog  numbers  have  increased  appreciably  in  the  Soviet  Union,  but  are  still 
below  prewar  levels.     Available  data  indicate  that  aumbers  are  still  below 
the  Soviet's  1 951  goal  by  23  percent*     Satellite  countries  in  eastern  and 
southeastern  Europe  were  undoubtedly  affected  by  the  recent  drought*  Short 
supplies  of  forage  and  fodder  during  195^  in  Hungary  were  reported  as  partially 
offset  in  many  zones  by  potatoes  and  sugar  beets. 

Hog  numbers  in  Africa  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  estimated  to  be 
somewhat  larger  than  a  year  earlier.     Numbers  in  South  Africa  have  been 
increasing  for  some  years  due  to  favorable  feed  supplies  and  prices,  the 
export  market  and  the  shortage  of  other  meats*    The  19^9~50  season  was  rela- 
tively favorable  compared  with  19^8-1+9  when  the  livestock  industry  suffered 
a  setback  because  of  drought.    Minor  increases  occurred  in  French  North  Africa 
and  Southern  Rhodesia, while  hog  numbers  in  the  other  countries  were  maintained 
near  the  195^  level. 

In  Australia,  numbers  continued  to  decline  and  were  estimated  in  early 
1951  at  approximately  1,050,000  head,  about  6  percent  below  1950.  Difficulty 
ia  establishing  a  satisfactory  agreement  for  pork  and  pork  products  with  the 
United  Kingdom  plus  general  domestic  price  dissatisfaction  have  generally 
contributed'  to  the  lack  of  incentive  to  hog  production.     No  appreciable 
change  in  hog  numbers  in  New  Zealand -is-  currently  foreseen.    High  returns 
from  sheep  and  cattle  appear  to  be  the  dominant  factor  in  holding  down  hog 
operations. 
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In  Asia,  hog  numbers,  principally  in  British  Malaya,  Burma ,  Japan, 
Indonesia  and  the  Philippine  Republic,   increased  in  1950 »  while  other  countries 
are  believed  to  have  maintained  numbers  at  195^  levels*     With  the  exception 
of  India,  Indonesia  and  the  Philippine  Republic,  numbers  in  most  Asiatic  coun- 
tries remain  below  prewar.     The  hog  population  in  the  Philippines  is  currently 
placed  at  5*5  million  head,  25  percent  above  the  prewar  average,  having  increased 
substantially  during  postwar  years*     The  normal  increment  in  the  hog  population 
may  be  anticipated  in  1951-     Numbers  are  expected  to  exceed  their  prewar 
level  by  an  even  greater  margin. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics.     It  is  based  in  part  upon  Uo  S. 
Foreign  Service  reports* 
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